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Previous OCID analysis identified ever experiencing severe chronic absenteeism as a top 

barrier to 4-year high school graduation, one measure of educational success. This brief 

provides an analytical look at when severe chronic absenteeism occurs, and the 

characteristics of students who are more likely to overcome barriers and graduate high 

school within 4 years. For more context, see additional OCID products on severe chronic 

absenteeism and the Oregon Class of 2020.  

When does severe chronic absenteeism occur and how do graduation rates vary?  

In the Class of 2020, over 26% (7,890 students) ever 
experienced severe chronic absenteeism, defined as 
missing 20% or more of the academic year, or an average 
of 1 day each week. The majority of the class (53%; 4,210 
students) experienced severe chronic absenteeism only 
during high school, and nearly one-third (29%; 2,290 
students) experienced severe chronic absenteeism across 
multiple grade groups.  

Students who experienced severe chronic absenteeism in 
high school only or across multiple grade groups had the 
lowest 4-year high school graduation rates of all 4 grade 
groups (see definitions at right), 52% and 36% respectively. 
Students who experienced severe chronic absenteeism 
only during elementary school had a much higher 4-year 
graduation rate (79%), which is nearly identical to the 
average of the entire Class of 2020 (81%). 

Figure 1. Graduation rates for students with severe chronic 

absenteeism, by grade groups 
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Grade Group Definitions 

This analysis divides students into 

4 groups depending on when they 

experienced severe chronic absenteeism. 

 Elementary school only: Severe 

chronic absenteeism only occurred 

between kindergarten and 5th grade 

 Middle school only: Severe chronic 

absenteeism only occurred between 

6th and 8th grade 

 High school only: Severe chronic 

absenteeism only occurred between 

9th and 11th grade (data for 12th 

grade is not available due to the 

COVID-19 public health emergency) 

 Multiple grade groups: Severe chronic 

absenteeism occurred during more 

than one grade group (e.g., during 

elementary school and high school) 

These groups do not reflect the number of 

years that a student was severely 

chronically absent. 

Find more information on data 

definitions in the methods summary. 

https://www.ocid-cebp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Infographic_Grad-Predictors_2023-03-21.pdf
https://www.ocid-cebp.org/class-of-2020-severe-chronic-absenteeism/
https://www.ocid-cebp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/OCID_Methods_Class-of-2020-Analytic-Series_2023-001.pdf
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What is the likelihood of 4-year graduation for students in each grade group?  

To examine the relationship between the timing of severe chronic absenteeism and 4-year graduation 
rates, OCID analysis controlled for the characteristics of ever having deep poverty (TANF enrollment) 
and ever changing schools midyear. Controlling for these 2 characteristics, previously found to be 
closely related to 4-year graduation, helps to isolate the relationship between the timing of severe 
chronic absenteeism and graduation rates.  

Table 1 below shows how much less likely 4-year graduation is for students with severe chronic 
absenteeism across the grade groups as compared to the elementary school only group—the group 
that mirrors the overall class average. For example, after controlling for deep poverty and midyear 
school transitions, students who had severe chronic absenteeism in multiple grade categories were 
45% less likely to graduate high school in 4 years compared to students who only experienced severe 
chronic absenteeism in elementary school only. Across all race and ethnicity groups, students with 
severe chronic absenteeism across multiple grade groups had the lowest likelihood of 4-year 
graduation. 

Table 1. Likelihood of 4-year graduation for students with severe chronic absenteeism by grade group 

GRADE GROUP 
NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 
DECREASED LIKELIHOOD  

OF 4-YEAR GRADUATION* ERROR MARGIN 

Middle school only 515 15% ± 6 

High school only 4,211 27% ± 4 

Multiple grade groups 2,290 45% ± 4 

Analysis controlled for ever experiencing deep poverty and ever changing schools midyear. 

* Compared to students who were severely chronically absent in elementary school only. 

Where are exisiting opportunities to support students?   

The strongest relationship between timing of severe chronic absenteeism and 4-year graduation was 
identified for students with the experience across multiple grade groups; Table 2 and Figure 2 provide 
information for policymakers and program administrators to potentially provide earlier or additional 
support. For example, Table 2 shows that among the multigrade group, the largest number of students 
were severely chronically absent in both middle and high school.  

Table 2. Timing of severe chronic absenteeism for students with the experience in multiple grade groups 

GRADE GROUPS 
NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 
AVERAGE TOTAL YEARS WITH 

SEVERE CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM % GRADUATED IN 4 YEARS 

Elementary and middle schools 200 3.35 47% 

 

Elementary and high schools 440 2.95 47% 

Middle and high schools 1,120 3.16 33% 

All grade groups 530 5.56 28% 

  

Severe chronic absenteeism across multiple grade groups was associated with the lowest 4-year 
graduation rates. However, over one-third of students with severe chronic absenteeism across 
grade groups still graduated high school in 4 years. 

https://www.ocid-cebp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/FactSheet_Severe-Chronic-Absenteeism-Overview_2023-05-23.pdf
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Across childhood, 99% of youth in multiple grade groups interacted with at least 1 other public 
program. Figure 2 provides information on these interactions; for instance, Medicaid/CHIP and SNAP 
each served over 92% of students in this group.  

Figure 2. Percent of students who ever had contact with other public programs  

Among students with severe chronic absenteeism across multiple grade groups 

 

Percentages indicate program contact ever occurring during a child’s life. Students may appear in more than 1 program. 

*Student houselessness data starts in the 2012-2013 school year. **Substantiated maltreatment data starts in 2005. 

What characteristics are associated with 4-year graduation for students with severe chronic 
absenteeism in multiple grade groups?   

OCID analyzed select characteristics to identify strengths and barriers related to 4-year graduation for 
students with severe chronic absenteeism in multiple grade groups. For example, students who also 
ever had juvenile justice contact were 39% less likely to graduate in 4 years. 

Figure 3. Likelihood of 4-year graduation for students with additional characteristics 

Among students with severe chronic absenteeism across multiple grade groups 

 

This model controlled for IEP status in addition to the listed characteristics. Geography and race/ethnicity could not be included due to the low 

number of students and their distribution across groups. 

Oregon Department of Education (ODE) Resources 

ODE has specific research, metrics, and initiatives focused on student attendance. Oregon-specific and 

national resources can be found on the ODE Every Day Matters web page. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/Chronic-Absenteeism.aspx

